PSY 159: Paper Topic (100 Points)

1) Subject’s name: Barack Hussain Obama

2) Please provide a justification for why this person would warrant examination (i.e., what did the person do that was so interesting or important?). This section should be approximately 1-1.5 pages double-spaced.

	The reason why I chose Barack Hussain Obama was of course he was the former president. Also, I chose him as he seemed interesting to me as he was surrounded by controversies as he was the first (and only so far) black president of the United States. Also people made up lots of ideas of him such as him being Muslim or him not being really black because he was too soft in his mannerisms. No other president has seemed to face this type of rhetoric. While there was lots of criticisms for him, there was also lots and lots of support for him. What is interesting is that his “Yes, we can” attitude was very inspiring to the American people and led him to victory twice in a presidential campaign. Before he even became president, he served as a senator in Illinois. During the presidency he also won the Nobel peace prize, again setting him apart from other presidents. He helped hundreds of Americans be able to have healthcare under his program Obamacare. Obama seemed to truly be a president for the people, especially after President bush which stirred the pot immensely mainly just added more security in airports and starting unnecessary wars. Under Obama’s command, the military found and killed Osama Bin Laden, who was responsible for 911, which no one had been able to do for 10 years. He also ended the war in Iraq which had gone on far too long, keeping soldiers from home, and causing havoc in the country. He also started to bring troops home from Afghanistan. Overall, Obama as a person and as president had lots of achievements and did so in a professional, reasonable manner, which is why I chose him to examine.
3) What resources are available to examine this person? One source must be a published biography, autobiography, or collection of primary sources (e.g., diary entries or collection of letters). These sources must be provided in APA format.
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